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FISCAL ANALYST: ChrisBaker
PHONE NUMBER: 232-9851

FUNDSAFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local

DEDICATED
FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: Summary of Legisation: Thisbill has the following provisions:

(A) Establishes a procedure for amember of acounty election board to file aprotest with the State Election
Commission when an el ection ball ot does not comply with the requirements of 1C 3-11-2 or is otherwise not
in the form required by law.

(B) Requiresthat nomineesbelisted on ageneral election ballot intypewith uniform capital lettersand with
uniform space between each name.

(C) Permits the county executive to locate the polls for a precinct in an adjoining precinct if the county
election board, by unanimous vote, determines that there are not enough active votersin the precinct.

(D) Repealsaprovision establishing aboard of registration in each county having apopulation of more than
125,000.

Effective Date: July 1, 2002.

Explanation of State Expenditures: (A) ThelndianaElection Commissionwouldberequiredtoinvestigate
petitions by members of the county election board if the required specifications as provided in the bill are
not met with respect to the printing of ballots. The amount of potential expenditures involved with this
provision would depend on the extensiveness of any investigations and hearings that could result.

Based on past experience of the Election Commission, any hearings required for possible violations of
election law have been treated similarly to standard meetings of the Commission with respect to
expenditures. Typically, the Commission memberswill receive standard per diem, and the Commission may
incur minimal costs related to the transcriptions of Commission meetings.
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For expenditures related to investigations, it has been the experience of the Election Commission for the
partiesinvolved in a deposition to cover the costs, including payment of a court reporter to record and any
witness fees accrued, such as mileage for travel. With more complex investigations, site visits could be
required which would incur further expenditures related to travel and possible overnight accommodations.
The Election Commission, to date, has not experienced an investigation which has required significant
expenditures.

(B) Additional expenditure would be required if more paper and/or printing for ballotsis required to carry
out this provision.

Explanation of StateRevenues: (A) Additional minimal expenditurecouldresultif acounty el ection board
files a petition with the Indiana Election Commission. The precise impact would depend on local action.

Explanation of L ocal Expenditures: (B) Additional expenditure would be required if more paper and/or
printing for ballotsisrequired to carry out this provision.

(C) Counties may have the ability to remove unnecessary precinct el ection boards in adjoining precincts if
the county election board determines, by unanimous vote, there are an insufficient number of active voters
in the precinct in question. Local expenditures could be saved by having to employ fewer precinct election
boardsin primary and general elections. A precinct has the following election officers:

Type of Officer Number
Inspector 1
Judge 2
Poll Clerk 2
Sheriff 2
Asst. Poll Clerk 2 (Optional)

As of the last general election in 2000, there were 5,530 official precinctsin Indiana.

(D) Countiesthat meet the above population requirements woul d have the option of eliminating their boards
of voter registration. If the resources were not reassigned, unused resources could be terminated.

Explanation of L ocal Revenues:

State Agencies Affected: Indiana Election Commission, Indiana Election Division.

L ocal Agencies Affected: County Election Board; Circuit Court Clerk; Board of Voter Registration.

Information Sour ces: Kristi Robertson, Co-General Counsel, Indiana Election Division, (317) 232-3939.
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